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austerities of one type or another, and diminished 
community support, if not, on occasion, outright 
hostility, compels us to reflect on how (or if) we 
as a profession can address and improve the 
situation.  

I do not know that we shall solve this problem, 
but I very keenly feel it incumbent upon all of 
us to take up this issue in more meaningful ways 
than hacking sobs and screaming (my preferred 
method, generally).  As many similarly-pressed 
service agencies in the state must also feel, 
it is particularly galling to be in so stressful a 
circumstance when, almost alone in our country, 
North Dakota enjoys such a monumental budget 
surplus already in the billions of dollars.  

We are an association of over 350 library 
professionals from across the state of North 
Dakota.  It is not clear that we shall come up with 
a solution to the funding problems that beset us, 
but I believe it would be unconscionable not to 
utilize the thoughtfulness, talent, and creativity 
we have in an attempt.  

My second initiative was to somehow visit with, 
or otherwise survey, libraries in our state to learn 
about their concerns, goals, strengths, and about 
how they feel NDLA as an organization might 
better and more meaningfully serve them.  I 
suspect that this may ultimately tie in with our 
strategic planning, but feel it important to do 
personally as well.  I do not feel it sufficient to 
guess what it is North Dakota library professionals 
and staff wish their professional organization to 
accomplish (for them or more generally).  We 
should have a mechanism in place to learn this 
on a regular basis.  Let’s hope this year will be a 
start to that as well.

So, I’ve got a pretty firm grasp on the “many” part 
of the equation.  And I am not so particularly 
bothered by thinking grandly of what I hope we 
can achieve.  Pragmatics, inertia, and eventually, 
exhaustion, will likely move us along the line 
from that to “quite a few,” and on to “some.”  At 
this point, let’s all be excited about making the 
annual trip together!

President’s Message
From page 1

Welcome to NDLA!
New members since the last issue of The Good 
Stuff are Laurie Robertsdahl (Grand Forks), Kristin 
Byram (Bismarck), Sara Meidinger (Bismarck), 
Greta Guck (Minot), Jennifer Kramer (Velva), Dr. 
Karla Knutson (West Fargo), Douglas Leier (West 
Fargo), Monica Struck (Williston), Janet Anderson 
(Burlington), and Megan Richardson (Fargo).  A 
most warm welcome to you in this North Dakota 
winter wonderland.

Membership Report
(as of November 16, 2013)

Submitted by Kalan Knudson Davis, 
Membership Chair

Academic & Special Libraries Section	 94
Health Sciences Information Section	 23
Public Library Section	 122
School Library & Youth Services Section	 79
Archives/Records Management Roundtable	 26
Government Documents Roundtable	 27
New Members Roundtable	 27
Technical Services Roundtable	 44
Associate members	 12
Institutional members	 16
Student members	 7
Trustee members	 24
New members 	 26
Total members	 318
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Name

Home Address

Work Address

Position

Sponsor’s name

Reason for Nomination

Send nomination form and  $10 donation (checks payable to NDLA) to: Lori K. West, Professional Development 
Committee Chair, Fargo Public Library, 102 3rd St. North, Fargo, ND 58102-2138.

Longer kudos?    
You may 

print this form 
and use the 

back!

NDLA has a vehicle for recognizing individuals who do a wonderful job 
in their libraries or who have shown support or done something special 
for libraries. Any member of NDLA can honor a deserving individual 
by submitting this nomination form along with a $10 donation to the 
Professional Development Grant Fund. NDLA will present the honoree 
with a Canoe Kudos pin and, if appropriate, submit a press release to 
the local newspaper. Canoe Kudos honorees will also be listed in The 
Good Stuff. You may buy or receive more than one pin.

Canoe Kudos 
Nomination Form

Fizz, Boom, Read 
2014 Summer Reading Program
The Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP), a consortium of states working together to provide 
high-quality summer reading program materials for children at the lowest cost possible for their public 
libraries, is using “Fizz Boom Read” as its theme for 2014.  

In February, the State Library is sponsoring its summer reading workshops and registration is now open.  
The workshops will be held in six cities around the state (Bismarck, Minot, Dickinson, Grand Forks, 
Wahpeton, and Jamestown). There is no charge to attend and each workshop will run from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Participants are on their own for lunch.  To register, visit http://bit.ly/1ecciye. 

To request your summer reading manual, go to http://1.usa.gov/1eImq24.

Summer of Numbers
For the first time, CSLP is partnering with Bedtime Math and will offer their “Summer of Numbers” 
as a companion to the “Fizz, Boom, Read” summer reading program.  Bedtime Math is a nonprofit 
spearheading a nationwide movement to help kids love math.  Kids can log on to the website or 
download its app for iPhone or Android to get zany daily math riddles. They can also track their progress 
using Bedtime Math’s constellation map and shiny star stickers, which will be available through the CSLP 
website. Ordering information will be available beginning December 1, 2013, at www.cslpreads.org.  
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“The Declaration for the Right to Libraries is the 
cornerstone document of ALA President Barbara 
Stripling’s presidential initiative, Libraries Change 
Lives, which is designed to build the public will 
and sustained support for America’s right to 
libraries of all types – academic, special, school 
and public.” 

LIBRARIES CHANGE LIVES 
Declaration for the Right to Libraries 

In the spirit of the United States Declaration of 
Independence and the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, we believe that libraries are 
essential to a democratic society. Every day, in 
countless communities across our nation and 
the world, millions of children, students and 
adults use libraries to learn, grow and achieve 
their dreams. In addition to a vast array of books, 
computers and other resources, library users 
benefit from the expert teaching and guidance 
of librarians and library staff to help expand 
their minds and open new worlds. We declare 
and affirm our right to quality libraries – public, 
school, academic, and special – and urge you to 
show your support by signing your name to this 
Declaration for the Right to Libraries.

LIBRARIES EMPOWER THE INDIVIDUAL. 
Whether developing skills to succeed in school, 
looking for a job, exploring possible careers, 
having a baby, or planning retirement, people of 

all ages turn to libraries for instruction, support, 
and access to computers and other resources to 
help them lead better lives.

LIBRARIES SUPPORT LITERACY AND 
LIFELONG LEARNING. 
Many children and adults learn to read at their 
school and public libraries via story times, 
research projects, summer reading, tutoring and 
other opportunities. Others come to the library to 
learn the technology and information skills that 
help them answer their questions, discover new 
interests, and share their ideas with others. 

LIBRARIES STRENGTHEN FAMILIES. 
Families find a comfortable, welcoming space 
and a wealth of resources to help them learn, 
grow and play together.

LIBRARIES ARE THE GREAT EQUALIZER. 
Libraries serve people of every age, education 
level, income level, ethnicity and physical ability. 
For many people, libraries provide resources that 
they could not otherwise afford – resources they 
need to live, learn, work and govern.

LIBRARIES BUILD COMMUNITIES. 
Libraries bring people together, both in person 
and online, to have conversations and to learn 
from and help each other. Libraries provide 
support for seniors, immigrants and others with 
special needs.
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On the DOCket

By BreAnne Meier, GODORT Chair

Although the GODORT booth was located in a 
back corner this year at the Tri-conference, there 
were still a number of votes for the Notable 
Document Award.  

The state document that received the most votes 
this year was The People of the Upper Missouri: 
the Mandans. This DVD was published by the 
North Dakota State Historical Society and focuses 
on the history, traditions, and material culture of 
the Mandan people.  

There was a tie for second place between The 
Coach and the College: the Role of Athletics 
in the Financial Survival of a Small Liberal 
Arts College written by Robert D. Sawrey and 
published by the North Dakota Institute for 

Regional Studies, and the Department of Health’s, 
Head Lice: a Lousy Problem. 

These three documents have been sent to 
the American Library Association’s Notable 
Documents Panel for judging and possible 
inclusion on the national list of Notable 
Documents, which will be published in an issue 
of Library Journal (usually in May or June). 

Nominations for the 2014 Notable Documents 
Award are now open!  If you would like to 
nominate a North Dakota state document, please 
send an e-mail to bmeier@nd.gov.  

For more information on the requirements for 
nominees, please check out the NDLA Awards 
website (http://ndlaonline.org/awards.htm).

LIBRARIES PROTECT OUR RIGHT TO 
KNOW. 
Our right to read, seek information, and speak 
freely must not be taken for granted. Libraries and 
librarians actively defend this most basic freedom 
as guaranteed by the First Amendment.

LIBRARIES STRENGTHEN OUR NATION. 
The economic health and successful governance 
of our nation depend on people who are literate 
and informed. School, public, academic, and 
special libraries support this basic right.

LIBRARIES ADVANCE RESEARCH AND 
SCHOLARSHIP. 
Knowledge grows from knowledge. Whether 
doing a school assignment, seeking a cure 
for cancer, pursuing an academic degree, 
or developing a more fuel efficient engine, 
scholars and researchers of all ages depend on 
the knowledge and expertise that libraries and 
librarians offer.

LIBRARIES HELP US TO BETTER 
UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER. 
People from all walks of life come together at 
libraries to discuss issues of common concern. 
Libraries provide programs, collections, and 
meeting spaces to help us share and learn from 
our differences.

LIBRARIES PRESERVE OUR NATION’S 
CULTURAL HERITAGE. 
The past is key to our future. Libraries collect, 
digitize, and preserve original and unique 
historical documents that help us to better 
understand our past, present and future.

Get involved!  Join the Declaration for the Right 
to Libraries on Facebook and visit the Declaration 
Home Page for more information about the 
initiative and resources to use in your own 
community.
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Banned Books Week:
Celebration of Banned Books at Stoxen Library

Text and photos by Dr. Jim McWilliams, 
Professor of English at DSU

Did you know that forty years ago the school 
system of Drake burned Slaughterhouse Five as 
obscene? Or that just a few years ago, in 2009, 
the Beulah school board banned Midnight in the 
Garden of Good and Evil?

Rita Ennen, director of library services at Stoxen 
Library, and Jim McWilliams, DSU professor 
of English, decided to take a stand against 
such censorship by sponsoring a Celebration 
of Banned Books on the campus of Dickinson 
State University. This celebration, inspired by the 
American Library Association’s Banned Books 
Week, included six events over a two-week 
period in mid-September.

The celebration began on September 17 with 
a panel discussion about the First Amendment 
and freedom of speech. The panel, moderated by 
DSU political science professor Steven Doherty, 
featured Jack McDonald, an attorney in Bismarck; Christine 
Kujawa, chair of the Intellectual Freedom committee of the 
North Dakota Library Association; and Kathy Cline, librarian 
from Beulah Public Schools.

In addition to a general discussion about the importance of 
the First Amendment in a free society, the panel discussed 
specific incidents in which books have been challenged in 
North Dakota, including the decision to remove Midnight in 
the Garden of Good and Evil from the Beulah School Library 
following complaints from parents.

Kira Haag, winner of student poster contest

Rita Ennen, Director of Stoxen Library, 
reading from The Hunger Games
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To promote the 
celebration, 
Stoxen Library 
sponsored a 
contest for 
students to 
design the poster 
for the event. 
Out of the 50 
entries, judges 
selected a first 
place (won by 
Kira Haag) and 
the library’s 
patrons voted for 
a people’s choice 
(won by Delano 
Lilly).

Ms. Ennen said that she was very pleased at 
how well the campus received the celebration. 
“The student poster contest and display were an 
especially enjoyable added dimension,” she said. 
“It was also gratifying to have participation from 
members of the local community for most of the 
events.”

The DSU community embraced the Celebration 
of Banned Books with such enthusiasm that Ms. 
Ennen and Dr. McWilliams plan to make it an 
annual event.

Suzanne Russ, 
an associate 
professor of 
psychology, said 
that she found 
the panel very 
informative, 
adding that 
it “offered a 
fascinating 
discussion 
and first-hand 
account of 
the powerful 
stance librarians 
quietly assume 
in defense of our 
rights to choose 

our own reading materials.”

The second week of events featured three read 
outs, in which DSU faculty, staff, and students 
read from banned books, and two book 
discussions. The first book discussion, hosted by 
DSU assistant professors Kathy Hanna and Renae 
Ekstrand, covered The Call of the Wild and a 
selection of children’s books, while the second, 
hosted by Ms. Ennen, covered Midnight in the 
Garden of Good and Evil.

Ms. Ekstrand 
said that the 
Celebration of 
Banned Books 
was a valuable 
experience, for 
it demonstrated 
“that learning 
occurs outside 
the classroom as 
well as within 
on our campus.” 
She added, 
“It is always 
exciting to see 
community 
members, 
students, and 
faculty come together in the audience as well.”

Dr. Suzanne Russ, Associate 
Professor of Psychology

Dr. Kathleen Hana, Assistant 
Professor of English

Renae Ekstrand, Assistant 
Professor of Education Kathy Cline, Jack McDonald , Steven Doherty,  Dr. 

Cynthia Pemberton – Provost and VPAA, Christine 
Kujawa, Rita Ennen
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By Paulette Nelson, MPLA Representative

All travelers were given a warm welcome at the 
annual SDLA/NDLA/MPLA Tri-conference, which 
was recently held in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  
Librarians from the Mountain Plains region 
attended the three-day conference, which was 
full of educational programs for librarians from 
all types of libraries.  Nearly 90 North Dakota 
librarians were in attendance.

The conference kicked off with pre-conferences 
on service, serving diverse populations, and 
my personal favorite, “Story Time Slime.”  This 
workshop provided participants with ideas for 
connecting age-appropriate, hands-on science 
activities with children’s literature.  Participants 
were able to blow bubbles, make glow sticks, 
build sculptures from wind tubes, make slime, 
and much more.  All in all, this was a very fun 
way to start the conference.

Rick Steves followed with a talk emphasizing the 
fact that librarians should travel to other countries 
and become aware of their cultures.  He showed 
slides of many of the countries he has been to 
and gave librarians much information about his 
travels. 

Sharon Draper and Neil Shusterman presented 
programs telling about their writing process and 
the struggles they went through to get published.  
Sharon was one of the 2013 Flicker Tale winners 
as well as the Prairie Pasque winner from South 
Dakota.  Neil Shusterman was a keynote speaker 
at the Thursday luncheon.

Ideas were exchanged at the Summer Reading 
Extravaganza by librarians from the entire 
Mountain Plains region.  The materials from the 
summer reading cooperative are ready and will 
be distributed soon.

Many of the programs are archived on the MPLA 
site, including Great Apps for Librarians.  Many 
apps were demonstrated in this session that 

would be useful for librarians and students.  

Check out the power point on the website.  (And 
don’t forget to download the newest game – 
Angry Librarians!)

In addition to great programming, participants 
were able to visit with our vendors.  The opening 
reception and all breaks were held in the 
exhibit area and it gave librarians time to see 
new products, have questions answered about 
products they may already have, and purchase 
materials at very reasonable prices.  Over 80 
exhibitors were present.

The next MPLA conference will be a joint 
conference with the Arizona Library Association 
and will be held in Scottsdale/Fountain Hills, 
Arizona, November 12-14, 2014.  Mark your 
calendars now and make plans to attend.  The 
conference always has something for everyone. 
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Four Simple Steps Everyone Should Take to Secure their Online Accounts

If you’re anything like me, chances are you’ve just done a ton of holiday shopping online. If you’re 
really like me, perhaps you still have that task before you, along with the additional burden of 
expedited shipping and Amazon’s well-intentioned affront to gift wrapping. Regardless, it’s as good 
a time as any for a little review of best practices for maintaining control over your online accounts, 
especially those closely connected to your identity and financials. 

1. Never sign up for, nor into, any account over an unsecured HTTP connection. 
Make sure the URL begins with https (HyperText Transfer Protocol Secure) and  
that the address has a little lock next to it. Simply using the browser add-on  
HTTPS Everywhere can help you accomplish this without making a concerted effort.

2. Turn on two-step verification for every account you can. Two-step verification 
makes it much harder for anyone but you to access your accounts. It requires not 
just knowledge of your credentials (username and password) but also access to your 
phone, as you’ll have to provide a one-time use, expiring security code transmitted 
either by text message or app. Here’s an inclusive list of social media, email, cloud 
storage, and financial apps offering this service. 

3. If you’ve ever signed into a website using your Facebook 
account (or Google, Twitter, etc.), chances are you’ve 
unwittingly granted that site access to your account. It’s 
extremely easy to authorize 3rd party access to your accounts 
without even realizing you’re doing so. This is okay if you 
trust them, but it’s good practice to verify who you’ve 
extended access to and make sure it’s necessary for these permissions to remain in effect. You can use 
MyPermissions to easily navigate to the permissions page of various social, email, and cloud storage 
accounts. 

4. Use a password manager! Any article on password security will recommend 
employing long complex passwords that you change routinely and never reuse from 
one account to the next. A password manager will make all of this easy and also keep 
track of all your account details in a secure encrypted vault. This one’s a wee bit more 
work than the others I mentioned, but it’s well worth doing, and it doesn’t take long 
until it becomes second nature. Here’s a great article on getting started with KeePass, 
my preferred solution. 
 

By Eric Stroshane
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Coursera
www.google.com/insidesearch/landing/
powersearching.html
Looking for some Professional Development?  Try 
Coursera!  Free classes from top-notch universities 
and schools around the globe.  From metadata 
to emerging trends, there’s a course out there 
for you. It’s free, works with a wide variety of 
library needs, and provides virtual professional 
development for North Dakotans stuck indoors 
due to blizzard conditions. (Thanks again, Lisa. 
Hope Texas is great!  Hey, it’s cold up here … 
invite us over!)

Project Info Lit
http://projectinfolit.org/
Among other things, 
Project Info Lit is producing 
lots of really cool data 
about academic library 
instructional sessions.  Enjoy 
this conversation with Char Booth, Head of 
Instruction Services and E-Learning Librarian at 
the Claremont Colleges Library and named one 
of Library Journal’s “Movers and Shakers.” Mind-
Blown. (http://projectinfolit.org/st/booth.asp).

Apps for Libraries & Schools
Last, but not least, here are some of our readers’ 
favorite apps,  

• Design Jot - www.allencomm.com/custom-
training/design-jot/ helps create/organize 
instructional design and build better training 
programs.  

• Use Bord - http://bord.pixle.pl/ turns your 
device into a beautiful chalkboard.

• Zite - http://zite.com/ custom delivers the best 
articles, pictures, blogs, and videos of content 
that you want to read.  Kinda like Pandora, 
but for articles, not music.

Thank you again to Patricia Fischer and Lisa 
Martin for making this edition of “Browsing the 
Cyberstacks” possible. Until next time!

Upcoming Library 
Events and Conferences

•	 November - Picture Book Month 

•	 November 16 - International Games Day 

•	 January 24-28, 2014 - American Library 
	 Association Midwinter Meeting, 
	 Philadelphia

•	 February 2014 – ND State Library Summer 
	 Reading Workshops 

•	 February 5, 2014 – Digital Learning Day

•	 March 5, 2014 – World Read Aloud Day

•	 March 9-15, 2014 – Teen Tech Week

•	 March 11-15, 2014 – PLA 2014 
	 Conference, Indianapolis

•	 March 16, 2014 – Freedom of Information 
	 Day

•	 March 19-20, 2014 - Library Technology 
	 Conference, Macalester College, St. Paul, 
	 MN

•	 April 2014 - School Library Month

•	 April 5-12, 2014 – Money Smart Week

•	 April 12, 2014 – National D.E.A.R. Day 
	 (Drop Everything and Read Day)  

•	 April 13-19, 2014 – National Library Week

•	 April 14, 2014 – National Library Workers 
	 Day

•	 April 16, 2014 – National Bookmobile Day

•	 April 17, 2014 – Celebrate Teen Literature 
	 Day

•	 April 23, 2014 – World Book Night

•	 April 27-May 3, 2014 – Preservation Week

•	 April 30, 2014 - Children’s Day/Book Day 
	 (AKA El Día de los Niños/El Día de los 
	 Libros)

•	 May 1-7, 2014 – Choose Privacy Week

•	 May 5-6, 2014 – National Library 
	 Legislative Day
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International Author, Anna Astvatsaturian 
Turcotte, presents at NDSCS! 

NDSCS	
  Stern	
  Cultural	
  
Center	
  -­‐	
  Bremer	
  Bank	
  

Auditorium	
  

On October 1st, 2013 NDSCS Mildred Johnson Library and 
Diversity Council were proud to feature Wahpeton’s very own Anna 
Astvatsaturian Turcotte.  Anna is a refugee from Baku, Azerbaijan; a 
victim of ethnic cleansing. She has published a book titled Nowhere, 
a Story of Exile, which is an accumulation of her childhood diaries.  

 
Here is the NDSCS video link of Anna’s presentation at 

NDSCS on October 1, 2013: 
mms://citi.ndscs.nodak.edu/campus_general/annaastvatsaturian.wmv    
 
Note: This link can only be viewed from a desktop or laptop 
computer.  

 
On September 21, 2013 the President of the Republic of 

Armenia signed a decree awarding Diaspora members with medals. 
According to that decree, Anna Astvatsaturian Turcotte was awarded 
with the Mkhitar Gosh medal.  Here are the Russian and Armenian 
versions listing the people awarded as published on the President's 
official website. 

• http://news.am/arm/news/172417.html - Armenian 
• http://news.am/rus/news/172417.html - Russian 

Norik, Anna, and Irina 
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• Anna Astvatsaturian - Anna has Bachelor of Arts from the University of North Dakota. She 
received her Juris Doctor degree from the University Of Maine School Of Law in Portland, 
Maine. After graduating from Law school Anna was one of the first legal clerks at the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands after observing the ICC’s creation at 
the United Nations.  In 2012 Anna published her book, titled Nowhere, a Story of Exile, which 
she wrote at the age of 14.  

 
• Irina Astvatsaturian - Anna’s mother has her work featured on display at the Spirit Room in 

Fargo until November 9th, 2013.  For more information follow the link to the Spirit Room 
page:  http://spiritroom.net/index.php 

 
• Norik Astvatsaturian – Anna’s father is a master artist of metal repousse` and author of the 

book titled God Given Cultural Treasures of Armenia. 
 
 
	
  

 
	
  

“Attending Anna Astvatsaturian Turcotte’s speaking event at Stern’s Cultural Center was eye-opening to 
the world’s affairs which the average U. S. citizen is never informed of through the mass media.  Then a 
strong-willed girl fighting injustice, now a professional and poised lady, Anna’s story needs to be heard.  
Throughout her dramatic speech, the audience held their silence, in awe of all that Armenia endured, and 
all that a young girl endured.  My emotions ranged from sorrow at our affluence, to pride that the United 
States gave her and her family the opportunity to regain their lives.  I am also proud of Anna; that she 
shows no sign of bitterness.  She emulates kindness.” 
             –Marylin Vertin 
	
  

“I was humbled by her story, honored to have met her, and inspired by her bravery.”  
–Tina Grenier  

	
  

Tina Grenier, Librarian 
Head of Collection Management & Archives 

North Dakota State College of Science 
Mildred Johnson Library 

701-671-2612 
tina.grenier@ndscs.edu  

Anna and her parents are abundant with talent:  

Sybil, Anna, Tina, and Michelle 
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256 p., hardcover), Hill, with Lisa McCubbin, has 
penned his account of what happened in Dallas 
and Washington, D.C. both immediately before 
and after JFK’s death. His first book, Mrs. Kennedy 
and Me (2012), told about his years as Jacqueline 
Kennedy’s Secret Service bodyguard.  

The North Dakota Farmers Union, a collective 
of family farmers, owns two leading restaurants 
in the Washington, D.C. area that specialize in 
serving “farm-inspired American true food and 
drink in a modern, casual, and eco-friendly 
setting.” Whether you’ve had the pleasure of 
eating at Founding Farmers or not, you can now 
replicate their recipes in your own home with The 
Founding Farmers Cookbook: 100 Recipes for 
True Food & Drink from the Restaurant Owned 
by American Family Farmers ($40, 256 p., 
hardcover; $19.99, ebook) by Founding Farmers 
with Nevin Martell.  The book is widely available 
at bookstores or online from Founding Farmers, 
Amazon, and Barnes and Noble.

15 minutes of fame and counting!  Marilyn 
Hagerty has been writing for The Grand Forks 
Herald since 1957 and made a big splash in 
March 2012 when her review of the local Olive 
Garden restaurant in her weekly Eatbeat column 
went viral. Now she has published a collection of 
her restaurant reviews in Grand Forks: a History 
of American Dining in 128 Reviews ($14.99, 256 
p., pbk.). The book is available at local bookstores 
or online from Barnes and Noble and Amazon.  
Bon appétit!

Hazen on the Horizon: 100 Years, 1913-2013 
($60, 645 p., hardcover) is the community history 
book compiled by the Hazen Centennial Book 
Committee.  The book can be ordered from the 
Germans from Russia Heritage Collection, NDSU 
Libraries.

Murder – plus recipes for the kind of food 
you’d find at a Scandinavian-Lutheran church 
supper?  What’s not to like?  Even though Hot 
Dish Heaven: a Murder Mystery with Recipes 
($12.44, 256 p., pbk.) is set in the Red River 
Valley of northwestern Minnesota, North Dakota 
readers will find much to recommend Jeanne 

Cooney’s first novel about a Minneapolis cub 
newspaper reporter who stumbles upon an 
unsolved murder while she’s working on a story 
to gather “church food” recipes from a small 
town café.  Lois Greiman, author of the Chrissy 
McMullen mystery series, said, “It’s chockablock 
full of Garrison Keillor type characters and tasty 
Midwest flavor. Ms. Cooney’s novel, complete 
with must-try recipes, will keep you intrigued 
from start to finish.” The book was published by 
North Star Press of St. Cloud and is available from 
local bookstores and online from Amazon and 
Barnes and Noble.  Cooney is now working on 
her second novel -- Hot Dish Heaven: a Second 
Helping of Murder and Recipes.  For more 
information, visit www.jeannecooney.com/. 

Nine former Hutterites from Rolette County and 
southern Manitoba have woven their individual 
stories about life in the communal religious sect 
in Hutterites: Our Story to Freedom ($15, 170 
p., pbk.; $9.99, ebook). Each of the nine wrote 
a chapter for the book detailing their personal 
experiences of life in a colony.  You can find 
information about The Nine and how to get 
a copy of the book on the website at www.
thenine9.com/index.html. 

A North Dakota rancher shares his values, 
life lessons, and some humor in It’s Always 
Somethin’: 101 Sayings from an Old Rancher 
($11.99, 136 p., pbk.) Author Nancy O’Neill 
worked with her father, Paul Smokov, to put it all 
on paper.  Smokov also received the Rancher of 
the Year Award from the North Dakota Stockmen’s 
Association this year.  The book is available 
online from Amazon and Barnes and Noble.

A Love to Give: Book One: the Beginning 
($23.95, 384 p., pbk.; $7.99, ebook download) 
is the first book in a planned trilogy by Sharyn 
Boe-Blue (Woman Walks Tall).  The book is based 
on the author’s personal story and is a tribute to 
her late husband, Buzzy Blue.  The author is a 
member of the Gros Ventre Tribe of Fort Belknap, 
Montana, and first met her future husband in 
Seattle.  They lived in Montana and Minneapolis 
before making the Turtle Mountains of North 
Dakota their home.  Buzzy was a member of the 
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Good Stuff from Around the State

Compiled by Marlene Anderson, Editorial Committee Member

The Bismarck Public Library started 
a Senior Citizen Nook Program 
in May.  Using funds donated by 
the Library’s Friends group, they 
partnered with Touchmark on West 
Century and Valley View Heights 
to purchase 10 Nook eReaders 
to be used for their book clubs.  
The first step was teaching residents how to 
operate the Nooks.  The program is now in full 
swing and is proving to be popular.  The books 
on the eReaders are requested by residents and 
are purchased and loaded by bookmobile staff.  
The eReaders are checked out to the institution 
and activity directors at each facility manage 
individual checkouts to their residents.   

Bismarck Public Library adult readers can now 
choose from a total of 25 Reader’s Voice Book 
Club kits.  Each canvas bag kit contains 7-12 
copies of a book, a list of discussion questions, a 
sign-up sheet to keep track of individual copies of 
the books, and tips on leading a good discussion. 
The five newest adult kits are The Alchemist by 
Paulo Coelho, The Good Earth by Pearl Buck, 
Not So Wild a Dream by Eric Sevareid, Postcards 
from Tomorrow Square by James Fallow, and Still 
Alice by Lisa Genova.  Seven youth kit titles are 
also available: The Familiars by Adam Jay Epstein, 
Goblin Secrets by William Alexander, Mira’s 
Dairy: Lost in Paris by Marissa Moss, Splendors 
& Glooms by Laura Schlitz, Tomorrow Code by 
Brian Falkner, and Wonder by R. J. Palacio.  Find 
out more about it at www.bismarck.org/index.
aspx?nid=1251.

All kinds of things are happening at the Bismarck 
Public Library.  Jennifer Pharr Davis, National 
Geographic Adventurer of the Year, was at the 
library on October 13 to talk about her book, 
Becoming Odyssa, and her adventures on the 
Appalachian Trail.  On October 19, classical 
guitarist Peter Fletcher gave a concert at the 
library, and on November 11, the library hosted 
a program with Sacheen Whitetail Cross and the 
Lakota Language Nest.  Sacheen Whitetail Cross 
is the project director. She read a Berenstain Bears 
story in English, then showed the corresponding 
television episode in Lakota, and answered 

questions about the Lakota language and the 
Lakota Language Nest project. 

Movie lovers are enjoying the Bismarck Public 
Library’s 2013 fall series of films, including 42 
(September 10), Wreck-it Ralph (September 24), 
The Great Gatsby (October 15), Frankenweenie 
(October 29), Iron Man 3 (November 12), School 
of Rock (November 26), Little Women (December 
10), and Elf (December 17.).  For book lovers, 
the Great Books discussion group has lined 
up its selections for 2013-14: The Man Who 
Loved Islands by D. H. Lawrence (October 17), 
Anthropology and the Abnormal by Ruth Benedict 
(November 21), The Criterion of a Good form of 
Government by John Stuart Mill (December 19), 
Hell Screen by Ryunosuke Akutagawa (January 
16), Bright and Morning Star by Richard Wright 
(February 20), Why Write? by Jean Paul Sartre 
(March 20), Human Personality by Simone Weil 
(April 17), and Siddhartha by Herman Hesse (May 
15).  All of these events are free and open to the 
public.

Bismarck State College Library has announced 
its plans for BookTalk at BSC 2014, the Library’s 
annual book discussion series. The 2014 theme 
is “Light a Fire Within” and participants will 
read and talk about three books about books, 
including The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
(January 5), People of the Book by Geraldine 
Brooks (February 2), and Fahrenheit 451 (March 
2) by Ray Bradbury.  

Dakota College at Bottineau Library has 
expanded its services by adding ebooks powered 
by OverDrive.  Library card holders will have 
access to these resources in the DCB Digital 
Library.

If you have Legos to spare, the Dickinson Area 
Public Library needs them.  Caitlin Meyer, 
assistant librarian and adult programmer, wants to 
launch a Lego Library Club and needs donations 
to get started.  Sets of Legos or loose bricks are 
welcome and may be donated at the library’s 
circulation desk.  

The Good Stuff - Page 32 - December 2013

http://www.bismarck.org/index.aspx?nid=1251
http://www.bismarck.org/index.aspx?nid=1251
http://www.ndhumanities.org/lakota-language-nest-book-project.html
http://bismarckstate.edu/library/about/booktalk/
http://www.dakotacollege.edu/current_library.php
http://dcbottineau.lib.overdrive.com/AEC51EDD-C27A-43FC-AC26-E285545F451F/10/50/en/Default.htm
http://dcbottineau.lib.overdrive.com/AEC51EDD-C27A-43FC-AC26-E285545F451F/10/50/en/Default.htm
http://www.dickinsonlibrary.org/
http://www.dickinsonlibrary.org/


Garrison Public Library patrons could up their 
odds of winning some cool prizes by checking 
out library materials.  Starting October 1 and 
ending November 29, patrons’ names were 
entered into a drawing once for every five 
physical items they checked out.  There were four 
age categories: pre-K-2nd grade, 3rd-6th grade, 
7th-12th grade, and adult.  The prize for pre-K-
2nd grade was a LeapPad; for 3rd-6th grade, an 
iPad Mini; and for the other two categories, an 
iPad2.  

The results of a survey done over the summer 
show that respondents favor the idea of building 
a new facility over remodeling the current 
Grand Forks Public Library.  43% of the 720 
respondents strongly agreed with the idea of 
building a new library compared to 18% who 
strongly supported a remodel.  The survey was 
offered on a voluntary basis by Praxis and the 
Library Working Group.  The survey also showed 
that respondents place a high priority on the 
building’s safety and accessibility. At its final 
meeting on October 3, the Library Working 
Group task force recommended constructing 
a new building to house the Grand Forks 
Public Library.  The group’s final report and 
recommendations were reviewed at the October 
16 Library Board meeting.  You can learn more 
about the Future of the Library Project at www.
gflibrary.com/index.aspx?NID=360.

“Abe and the Babe” dropped by the Grand Forks 
Public Library Children’s Department on August 
16, 2013.  Mrs. Lincoln graded book reports 
written by children who had read Looking at 

Lincoln by Maria Kalman or Abraham Lincoln for 
Kids by Janice Herbert.  President Lincoln judged 
a few art projects and sat down to read a story 
or two to the children. They visited a good while 
and made many friends.  The library was honored 
by their visit.  This program and the Library’s 
“Lincoln in North Dakota” exhibit were funded 
by the North Dakota Humanities Council, a non-
profit, independent state partner of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 

On September 29, student athletes and volunteers 
from the UND Men’s and Women’s Hockey teams 
showed up at the Grand Forks Public Library for 
North Dakota Hockey Day @ Your Library.  They 
helped out with hockey-themed crafts and games 
to celebrate the world of hockey. It was awesome!  

The Empire and the Rebellion flew into the 
Grand Forks Public Library! Saturday, October 
5th, was Star Wars Reads Day and included a 
costume contest; a fantastic visit from members 
of the Mandalorian Mercs Costuming Club, who 
were dressed for a Jedi battle; crafts; and a STEM 
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TREASURER'S REPORT
As of September 30, 2013 (End of 3rd Quarter) 
By Michael Safratowich, NDLA Treasurer

Editor’s note: Approved by electronic vote of the Executive Board on October 4, 2013

Treasurer's Report
                  As of September 30, 2013 (end of 3rd Quarter)
            By Michael Safratowich, NDLA Treasurer

Beg. Balance Receipts Disbursements End. Balance
CHECK BOOK 1/1/2013 $5,129.56

NDLA Funds $5,129.56
Annual Conference 2012 -$2,454.09 $160.00 -$2,294.09
Annual Conference 2013 $1,794.34 -$1,794.34
Book Sales $1,508.06 $216.20 $1,291.86
Centennial Cookbook -$3,108.34 -$3,108.34
Dues $8,490.00 $96.42 $8,393.58
HSIS Partner Account $731.64 $731.64
Investment Account Transfers $3,378.04
Other receipts/disbursements $15.00 $14,413.20

NDLA Funds Subtotal $12,043.04 $16,520.16 $652.44

Check Book Balance 09/30/2013 $652.44

********************************************************************************************************************
MONEY MARKET AND CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSITS Beg. Balance Receipts Disbursements End. Balance

NDLA Bank Money Market Ready Cash $9,438.92
Interest $0.65
Deposits
Transfers

$9,439.57

Professional Development Bank Money Market RC $8,751.89
Interest $0.54
Deposits
Transfers $3,378.04

$5,374.39

NDLA CD $20,310.46
Interest
Transfers

$20,310.46

Professional Development CD $20,035.09
Interest
Transfers

$20,035.09

TOTAL investment accounts $58,536.36 $55,159.51

TOTAL EQUITY 9/30/2013 $55,811.95
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North Dakota Library 
Association

Membership for January 1 - December 31, 2014                  

 

North Dakota Library Association 
Membership for January 1 - December 31, 2013 

 

Name  

Address   

  

City State Zip+4   

Institution   

Position  

Work Phone    

Home Phone  

Cell Phone  

FAX   

E-mail  

 
Individual e-mail address required for participation in elections and electronic discussion.  
NDLA does not distribute e-mail addresses outside the Association. 

 
Choose Sections/Roundtables—membership entitles you to join as many as you wish! 

__ Academic and Special Libraries Section 
__ Health Science Information Section 
__ Public Library Section 
__ School Library & Youth Services Section 
 

__ Archives/Records Management Roundtable 
__ Government Documents Roundtable 
__ New Members Roundtable  
__ Technical Services Roundtable 
 

 

$_________ Personal Membership Dues  
 $35.00 Individual  
 $20.00  Student (for persons enrolled in a library school program (3-year limit)) 
 $20.00  Trustee (for library board members) 
 $20.00  Associate (non-voting membership for persons not employed in a ND Library (friends, retirees, etc.)) 

$_________ Institutional Membership Dues (does not include personal memberships) 
 $50.00 Up to 3 FTE staff (one person from library’s staff may register at conference member rate) 
 $100.00 4-9 FTE staff (two persons from library’s staff may register at conference member rate) 
 $150.00 10 or more FTE staff (three persons from library’s staff may register at conference member rate) 

$_________ Donation to the Professional Development Grant Fund* 

$_________ Donation to the Flicker Tale Children's Book Award Fund* 

$_________ Total  
*A receipt will be mailed to you indicating the amount of any donations. Thank you! 

 
 

Send this form and a check payable to  
North Dakota Library Association to: 

NDLA / Kathy Thomas 
404 River Dr S 
Fargo ND 58104-8027 

Note address 
change! 

 

Thank you for joining NDLA! 
 www.ndla.info 

 

Kalan Davis, NDLA Membership Chair
UND Chester Fritz Library
3051 University Ave, Stop 9000
Grand Forks ND 58202-9000
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2013-2014 North Dakota Library Association Executive Board
All phone numbers are Area Code 701

President
Victor Lieberman
UND Chester Fritz Library
3051 University Ave, Stop 9000
Grand Forks ND 58202-9000
Work Phone 701.777.4639
Fax 701.777.3319
Email: victor.lieberman@library.
und.edu 

President-Elect
Stephen Banister
Gordon B. Olson Library
Minot State University
500 University Avenue West 
Minot ND 58707
Work Phone 701.858.3855
Fax 701.858.3581
Email: stephen.banister@
minotstateu.edu 

Past President
Alfred “Al” L. Peterson 
North Dakota State Library
604 E Boulevard Ave Dept 250
Bismarck ND 58505-0800
Work Phone 701.328.3495 
Fax 701.328.2040 
Email: alpeterson@nd.gov

Secretary (Interim)
Mary Lorenz
Grand Forks Public Library
2110 Library Circle
Grand Forks ND 58201
Work Phone 701.772.8116
Fax 701.772.1379
Email: mary.lorenz@gflibrary.com 

Treasurer
Michael Safratowich
UND Harley E. French Library of 
the Health Sciences
Medical School Room 1300
501 N Columbia Rd Stop 9002
Grand Forks ND 58202-9002
Work Phone 701.777.2602
Fax 701.777.4790
Email: michael.safratowich@med.
und.edu 

ALA Councilor
Shelby E. Harken
UND Chester Fritz Library
3051 University Ave, Stop 9000
Grand Forks ND 58202-9000
Work Phone 701.777.4634
Fax 701.777.3319
Email: shelby.harken@und.edu 

MPLA Representative
Paulette Nelson
Minot Public Library
516 2nd Ave SW
Minot ND 58701-3792
Work Phone 701.838.0606
Fax 701.852.2595
Email: pnelson@srt.com 

Academic & Special Libraries 
Section

Heather Maneiro
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Livingston Lord Library, Office 118
1104 7th Ave. S.
Moorhead, MN 56563
Work Phone 218.477.5919
Fax 701.241.8581
Email: heather.maneiro@mnstate.edu

Archives/Record Management 
Roundtable 

Rosemary Pleva Flynn
University of North Dakota, EERC 
Library
15 North 23rd Street, Stop 9018  
Grand Forks, ND 58202-9018
Work Phone 701.777.5134
Fax 701.777.5181
Email: rflynn@undeerc.org

Government Documents 
Roundtable

BreAnne Meier
North Dakota State Library
604 E Boulevard Ave Dept 250
Bismarck ND 58505-0800
Work Phone 701.328.2491
Fax 701.328.2040
Email: bmeier@nd.gov 

Health Science Information 
Section

Sandi L. Bates
Bismarck State College Library
Bismarck State College Library
PO Box 5587
Bismarck ND 58506-5587
Work Phone 701.224.5451
Fax 701-224-5551
Email: sandi.bates.association@gmail.
com 

New Members Roundtable
Erienne Graten
West Fargo Public Library
109 3rd Street East
West Fargo, ND 58078
Work Phone 701.433.5460
Fax 701.433.5479
Email: erienne@westfargolibrary.org

Public Library Section
Carrie Scarr 
West Fargo Public Library 
109 3rd Street East
West Fargo, ND 58078-1817
Work Phone 701.433.5460 
Fax 701.433.5479 
Email: carrie@westfargolibrary.org 

School Library & Youth 
Services Section

Amber Emery
Fargo Public Library
102 3rd St. N
Fargo, ND 58102-4808
Work Phone 701.476.5984
Fax 701.241.8581
Email: aemery@cityoffargo.com

Technical Services 
Roundtable

Jason DeShaw
Fargo Public Library
102 3rd St. N
Fargo, ND 58102-4808
Work Phone 701.241.1494
Fax 701.241.8581
Email: jdeshaw@cityoffargo.com 

Constitution, Bylaws & 
Policies Committee

Virginia Bjorness
State Historical Society of North 
Dakota State Archives
North Dakota Heritage Center 
612 E Boulevard Ave 
Bismarck ND 58505-0830 
Work Phone 701.328.3571
Fax 701.328.2650 
Email: vbjorness@nd.gov 

Continuing Education 

Committee
Bree Schmidt
Fargo Public Library
102 3rd St. N
Fargo, ND 58102-4808
Work Phone 701.476.5978
Fax 701.241.8581
Email: bschmidt@cityoffargo.com

Finance Committee
Bonnie Krenz
Griggs County Library
PO Box 546
Cooperstown ND 58425-0546
Work Phone 701.797.2214
Email: gcpubliclibrary@mlgc.com     

Intellectual Freedom 
Committee

Christine Kujawa
Bismarck Public Library
515 N 5th St
Bismarck ND 58501-4081
Work Phone 701.355.1496
Fax 701.221.3729
Email: ckujawa@cdln.info 

Legislative Committee
Kelly M. Steckler
Morton Mandan Public Library
609 W Main St
Mandan ND 58554-3149
Work Phone 701.667.5365
Fax 701.667.5368
Email: ksteckler@cdln.info 

Nominations, Voting & 
Elections Committee

Susie Sharp
Eddy-New Rockford Public Library
1101 1st Ave N
New Rockford ND 58356-1451
Work Phone 701.947.5540
Fax 701.947.5540
Email: nrpubliclibrary@gmail.com

Membership Committee
Kalan Davis
UND Chester Fritz Library
3051 University Ave, Stop 9000
Grand Forks ND 58202-9000
Work Phone 701.777.3314
Fax 701.777.3319
Email: kalan.davis@library.und.edu

Professional Development 
Committee

Lori K. West
Dr. James Carlson Library  
2801 32 Ave S
Fargo ND 58103 
Work Phone 701.476.5977
Fax 701.476.5981
Email: lwest@cityoffargo.com 

The Good Stuff Editorial 
Committee

Marlene Anderson
Bismarck State College Library
PO Box 5587
Bismarck ND 58506-5587
Work Phone 701.224.5578
Fax 701.224.5551
Email: Marlene.Anderson@
bismarckstate.edu 

Public Relations Committee 
& Executive Secretary

Laurie Robertsdahl
Work Phone 701.361.7471
Email: robertsdahl@hotmail.com 

Archivist/Historian
Carrie Scarr 
West Fargo Public Library 
109 3rd Street East
West Fargo, ND 58078-1817
Work Phone 701.433.5460 
Fax 701.433.5479 
Email: carrie@westfargolibrary.org 

State Librarian (Interim)
Cynthia Clairmont-Schmidt
North Dakota State Library
604 E Boulevard Ave Dept 250
Bismarck ND 58505-0800
Work Phone 701.328.4652
Fax 701.328.2040
Email: ccclairmont@nd.gov 

Web Editor
Will Martin
UND Chester Fritz Library
3051 University Ave, Stop 9000
Grand Forks ND 58202-9000
Work Phone 701.777.4638
Fax 701.777.3319
Email: will.martin@library.und.edu 
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